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\\ i«r**i I he Report of the \V .irri'ii Com* 

mission mi the 2 $sji»iiM(ion <>f 

dent kenned) Wiis published in the fall 
of I‘t 6 l. most Americans, nictudint' me. 
welcomed its a|i[i«arun(v w?t|f grati. 
imfe and something wrv much like re. 
In f. W had lived in the nha«Iow • • i .1 
monstrous event forucarlv ;i x car, and 
the uatioiial grief was compounded 
with all 4 irl> (if doubts, n|ieoiiliilioiui 
ami nminr* about the faeLK surround- 
mg ihi* Worst crime of tlii» generation. 

The ItefHict— with its 26 acompa- 
n\ing volumes of exhibits amt tcsii- 
iiiohv from v >2 witnesses — -ecmed pre- 
eio-l\ the instrument to '■el tie those 
doubts ami refute the rumors. The tin > 
a .''sail. 1 hie intogntx of the membership 
of the ('oitinii-sion. the sheer size of 
the job th«* member' had done arid, 
most of all, the -i I’l'.u . 11 1 soundness of 
the fu;ii’ concfttdoiis they rear he«l — 
these things restored * aim and eunti- 
deiice for many people. That l.ee liar- 
vex Oswald, .toting .done 011 his owu 
m.oi initiative from .1 vantage point 
in a -ixth-tloor window of the Texas 
School Hook lJe|tudior\ . had lire. I all 
the -hots that killed tin 1 President and 
wounded f >o\ entor Connatfv apj»ear»-d 
entirely the lust, imot compelling, 
most. logical solution. 

I -iqqro-c that no matter how tiJx 
and |rt-r>uasive a reprift tticCoiitmi-.-ion 
bad produced there would have heeu 
certain critics of it who would sim- 
plv 110L gfl along with the conclusions. 
W fuleveC thi-ir reasons for it — whether 
their convictions were honest or wfieth- 
• r they acted in v.-uul adventurism-— 
t hex would have popped up in (he 
great broth of the event, made tlu-ir 
{mints and dis.tpiHMft-d or not, .fepeud- 
mg oil the clarity of their pre-eutatiou 
and the public appetite for Sensation. 
Much of tin- talk about a [ms-dile eon- 
- piracy x*c heard in the aftermath of 
the .t— U"in.iliiin bail a slt.tdx <piafitx 
about it that repelled me, and I ho|>ed 
the Report would >i|.-ncc the-*: voices. 

Hut now — two xears later — there arc- 
more voices speaking in contradiction 
ol the Report than ever before, lit a 
rash of hooks, newspaper and maga- 
zine articles and television discussions. 


many arc expressing serious and de. 
I ailed doubt* both .iIm.IjI the .idequaev 
ol the Commission's procedures and 
about tiie conclusions it reached. Hx 
their Verv nature, all of these expres- 
sions of opinion are highly controver- 
sial .tnd sonic are carelesslx delivered, 
lint some of these writers seem to me to 
he sober and responsible, and at least 
two of their ho«)k> have shaken hadlv 
nix own com foe table feeling that the 
Warren Uejxirt had dispo'fd of this 
sad matter. 

One, Imp tost, hx l id ward Jav l.p. 
stein. began as a master's thesis on 
the Commission ami turned into some- 
thing .jiiitc- dilTcrcnl when Mr. l.pstciu 
discovered xMiji he believed were cer- 
tain glaring contradict jnus and omis- 
sion* in the evidence. ’I 'heotfu-r hook, is 
call.d. I hr .Scro «./ O+iiahL and its au- 
thor is Richard II. I’opkin, a pbib.-o. 
phv professor xxho. from liiioixui 5i11.lv 
of documents and evidence both in and 
• Mil of the lt.-|»irt. lias produced an .1 . 

tenia live ili.orv to the ('oiuini"ioii’s 
belief that Oswald ICtcd .ilotie. 

I tlu’uk it is fair tosav that the l»a»ie 
findings of both these men are con* 
'I r ucied around the conviction that it 
would have l.cru virtually impossible 
lor one man 1 .. do all the shooting. I'or 
example, the Commission thcorx that 
a single bullet passed through the I'rrS- 
ident s hack and thru wounded Con- 
nail) in the chest, wri't and thigh is 
questioned hard. 1 1 they haven't en- 
tirely 'Wung me oxer to their vicx\, 1, 
hk .* many others, am beginning to x»ish 
v.-rv miieh for further clarification. The- 
argument that these critic.- have mil 
prodmed uex\ evidence la prove their 
theses does not persuade me that thex 
arc neceKSarilv xtmng, and I think, the 
doubts I hex rai-e strongl) indicate the 
need for more searching -tmlv. 

1 1 will be said that .a reopening of 
• lie matter x% ill not do the country anv 
good and will reflect great discredit on 
tile Warren f.'oininis-ion. \s for the 
l.tller. it i- interesting to ifotc that the 
most re-poii-il.le of the critic.- do not al- 
ia, k cither the honesty or the intent of 
the Commission. Rather, they assault 
the procedures and the findings, and 
though I would rather nut have it In? 
-o. I don't think there js tun. h di-cred- 
it in a group ot good men being xvrnng. 

A- h.r the possible harm to the coun- 
try, | think x\»r should take the risks. 

I here are some people who have al- 


w ix s felt that the Report was seriously 
llaxv.d. Others think that the truth of 
the matter, thoroughlv revealed, might 
iliM'liwr a danger ous eonspiracx , per- 
haps involving, foreign governments, 
and that we might all Ire better tiff for 
not knowing aln.ut it. lire possibihtx 
ol —ii. h a sinister plot mails far-fetr lied 
to me. hut if it ever exf-tod, l would 
di-tin. tlx prefer to know about it. 

There sevius little doul.t that the 
skeptics of the Report will continue to 
speak out, and that more and more 
people will he listening. That rai-e* 
some important questions. Should the 
held of exploring and in v estimating this 
enormously complex busim -s he left 
now to indixidii.ds acting 011 their ox\n 
initiative? More than that, should the 
questions thex rai-e he left for hi* tori- 
an-of future generations.'' ('.m we in the 
present bequeath to these historians a 
confused and -harplx challenged record 
.md let them draw their oix u new — and 
quite possibly uirom . t — c.riie 'lurioti- 
Irom drv documentation and from the 
testimony of witues-e- long dead? I 
think the ausxver to all these <JUr*diol|S 
i- 110 . ’ and that we should begin right 
now to make some official response lo 
the growing problem. Coiigrcs-sinaii 
I’hcodore Knpf.-rmaii ol* New \ ork lias 
asked tor the creation of a joint Senate 
and I louse commit Ue fostudx the rec- 
ord to we it a m-w ami complete inxesti. 
gat ion is necessary. I bough it is doubt- 

I ill the Congress will act Oil Riipfer. 
man's resolution at this session; I think 
it 1 — an eiilirelv seusilile beginning. 

Recently I saw again the amateur 
movie film which is the bcsL record ot 
the moment ol the as-assinatiou. I had 
not s.-,-u it since the x\c.*ks immediate. 
I' follow ijigl’rerideut Reiiiudx ''death, 
and that mounting sense of horror eame 
right ha. k ass<<uU as the leading motor- 
cycles came into view on the little 
screen. 1 he old iiuTeduht x persisted as 
the gj. -.lining carax an approached dow 11 
f.lm Mrcet. I he open . ar went hehmd 
the road sign, it reapjiearcd. and the 
I’r.-'iderit's hands were at Ins throat, 
t.ov.riior Coiiiiallv turned amt thru 
fell backward, and then — as the projec- 
tor whined in time and space .w» far re- 
moved fi mo Dallas on Nov. J2. 1963 — 
there- Was the ghastly impact of the kill- 
ing 'hot against the I Ve-ideiil's head. 

I I is too mm h, too mu. h. \ et we must 
look, at it. reverse ir and run it again, 
slow it and stop it and find out ev«*i\- 
thing about it. Ix-eause it happened. 




